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fund', replied the chairman, and added Point 2 to his notes
of the proceedings.
C8incc we are all supposed to talk freely here', the lady-
like woman, whose make-up was proverbial in Krasnoyarsk,
started, £I might say that I think it most uncultured how all
the men are running about unshaven at our centre. That's
my own point of view, anyway.1
Everybody laughed.
'I do not defend the sloppiness of my sex', the chairman
added to the general amusement.    'Care for one's own
appearance is certainly an essential condition for a cultured
social life.   I have a suggestion to offer myself.   If you like,
I shall have a room reserved at the air base for a barber's
shop.   You write to Moscow and get a hairdresser to come
out here, or hire an apprentice from the town.   I notice,
by the way, that the women barbers here are more efficient
than the men.   There will probably be a sound commercial
basis for a hairdresser's establishment at the air base, with
all the mechanics, engineers, pilots and ground staff about.
If you like, you could even see that you get somebody who
is trained for  tending  women  customers  as  well,  with
permanent waving and all that.'
While all this talk was going on two children who had
accompanied their mothers to the meeting played hide and
seek between the chairs and desks and behind their mothers'
skirts. They made quite a considerable noise and certainly
disturbed everybody. But no one really took any notice of
them. Now suddenly we saw a narrow wet spoor trickling
suspiciously across the floor. The Armenian woman
blushed and, swearing softly, rushed her baby out of the
room, telling him obviously what kind of culture would
have to be adopted first.
The young woman doctor who wore the jacket of the
Polar uniform, with shining golden buttons, raised her voice
now.
1 wanted to raise a problem at the end of the meeting.
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